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20th Century Context
Flow Rank, 1916 - 2002

South Platte
@

South Platte

Arkansas
@

Canon City

Roaring Fork
@

Glenwood 
Springs

1977 7 1 1

1981 5 4 7

2002 1 6 2



300-Year Context 
South Platte @ South Platte



300-Year Context 
Arkansas @ Canon City



300-Year Context
Roaring Fork @ Glenwood



Antecedent Conditions 
September 30 Basin PDSI 



1977 Forecasts



1981 Forecasts



1977 Winter Precipitation
Percent of Normal



1977 Winter Precipitation
Percent of Normal



1977 Summer Precipitation
Percent of Normal



1977 Summer Precipitation
Percent of Normal



1981 Winter Precipitation
Percent of Normal



1981 Winter Precipitation
Percent of Normal



1981 Summer Precipitation
Percent of Normal



1981 Summer Precipitation
Percent of Normal



Hydrographs
1977



Hydrographs
1981













Prediction is very difficult, particularly if it is 
about the future.

Niels Bohr, as channeled by Yogi Berra.
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Mr. Harding has more than 35 years of diverse experience in water resources 
engineering. He is employed by AMEC Earth & Environmental.   He obtained his B.S. in 
Civil Engineering at the University of Colorado and is a registered Professional Engineer 
in Colorado, New Mexico and Oklahoma.  He wonders how it could possibly be that 
things that happened in 1977 and 1981 are now considered historic. 
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